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Intellicence Work:
An Expert Appraisal

“Gentlemen,” sald Secretary of State
Henry L. Stimson in 1929, “‘do not read each
other's mail.” And with these words e shut
down the only United States operation de-
slgned to crack the codes of foreign diplo-
matic services which was functioning at the
time. This anecdote is worth recalling as an
echo of a far distant American age of inno-
cence, when international relations were sup-
posed to be carried on according to the eti-
quette of a-high-class soclal club.

In the intervening years America has ex-
perienced a good deal and learned some-
thing. It is now pretty clear to anyone who
pives the matter any thought that, without
an able and extensive intelligence service,
fhose responsible for carrylhg on America’s
foreign policy would be as helpless as a blind
driver in the rush hour of metropolitan traf-
fie.

No one in -Americg is ,bettzr qualified to
give a definitive appraisal of the Govern-
ment intelligence service than Allen Dulles,
brother of the late John Foster Dulles. Allen
Dulles recently retired after ten year’'s serv-
ice in the Central Intglligence Agency, eight
ag director of that organization. And his
book, ‘“The Craft of Intelligence” is likely to

acquire permanent status as_ g _glassic in
itg field. : ; j

Mr. Dulles grew up in a family atmos-

phere conducive to interest in international

affairs. He served a long apprenticeship in
diplomacy and Intelligence work, combined
with a distinguished career as a lawyer, be-
fore he was appolnted head of the CIA. Sta-
tioned in Switzerland as OSS8 representative
during Worla War II, he matched wits with
Nazi agents and maintained contact with rep-
resentatives of the German underground op-
position to Hitler, It was not his fault that
these contacts did not lead to more positive
political results.

tike a Chess Game.

ike others familiar with the realities of
ihe subject, Mr. Dilles is quick to debunk
the popular idea that intelligence work is
primarily a matter of spectacular cloak-and-
dagger adventurgs In hostile territory. It is
more like a chess game of indefinite dura-
tion, in which the winning side is the one best
able to absorb, assimilate and make use of a
vast amount of information, some collected

from secret agents, but much derived from .

careful news analysis, from methodice’
searching through the columns of forei,.:
' publications and similar unglamorous activi-
ties. . _
“In building an intelligence service,”
writes Mr. Dulles, “it is clear that one needs
a variety of people: The wise and discrimi-

navng analyzer and collator of the raw in-

tellig snce collectéd from all the quarters of

the glche; the technicians to help produce,

rmarghal and monitor all the scientific tools
of intelligence collection; the statl officers,

ease officefyyroved For R-;
rroper cpantels the over-all seare éjo?_%«%%

" pigenece. Kach of these varled tasks requires
high skills- and careful training.”
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It iw one of the accupational rigsks of an
intelligence service that it is usuaily forhid-
den by the rules of the game fo trumpet its
successes, Failures of one kind or dnother, on
{he other hand, are apt to come into puhlie
view and excite critical comment. The author
takes issue with the widely .accepted view
that intelligence activity should always _be
officially ,‘B‘Md )

s Falleves that Misenhower was right

{u mssuming responsibility for the U-2 flights

and that Kennedy followed the correct course
in taking the biame for the Bay of Pigs
fiasco. He repudiates grs & myth. the view
thal Khrushchev was shocked or surprised
by the shooting down of the U-2 plane and
describes the Soviet Premier’s demonstra-
lion of rage Bl the ahortive ‘Paris conference
as “feigned for a purpose.”

_ Tt is intervesting to learn from such a
responsible and well informed source as Mr.

' Dultes that the Sovietg had over 40 high level
.agents in various epartments and agencies
in Washington during Veild,. Wer TI. ‘At
least,” he adds, “‘this number was uncover-
ed: we do not knpw how many remained un-
! detected.” This testimony should be borne in

+mind by momml%aﬁg_%gwm
as “Mccwmyigml.lﬁm“lgeag at there was
~evious infiltration of the U.S. Government
apparatus by Communist spies in the indul-
gont atmosphere of the Roosevelt Administra-
tion. : .

There are interesfing reflections, accom-
panied by illustrative anecdotes, on the con-
stant tug-of-war between Soviet and Ameri-
~an secret agents, The author finds the typi-
cal Sbviet Intelligence officer blindly and un-
questioningly
at the outset, hardened in the faith that
any means niecessary to advance the cause
of communism are justitied.

Murders in Mexico, Munich

Tize history of. Soviet secret service oper-
ations, abroad as at home, is thickly strewn
with the corpses of its, victims, from Leon
Trotsky, struck down in his Mexican refuge;

ohscure Ukranian nationalists By means of a
cyanide 'spray, which would create the im-
pression that death had been the result of a
heart attark. For one of these Munich nuur-
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received a fine banquet, for the second, Lhej

,* Order of the Red Banner.
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devoted to the cause, at least -

in the more recent killing in Munich of twa
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_ 'The author, goes into the interesting ques-
tion ot how the powerful Soviet central es-
pionage agencty, the KGB, recruits foreign
agents and lists these as fanatics, people
who want mbney, people with grievances
and frustra,tecﬁ ambitions, with unhappy do-
mestic lives-—neurotics, homosexuals and al-
coholics. i '

Mr. Dulle‘s?cites a former Polish spy, who
iefected, as duthority for the statement that
Aroericans talk too much and too loosely,
thereby easing the task of the foreign intelli-
wrnce operative. He also mentions ‘‘cranks
and crackpot%" as unconscious agents of So-
viet sabotage, since they sometimes distract
CIA attention from important pursults with
wild tales inspired by paranoid obsessions or
neurotic grud@es‘. .

The former director of .the CIA has
«rowned a capeer of public service with this
vivid, %@J 1ced picture of what modern !
NI ce work does. and does not involve,
enriched by many anecdotes from a large

agents, and qrequently lightened by touches
of humor. ’
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